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Socioeconomic Issue.onSpotlight

MINING

The Philippines has been known for its rich mineral and natural
resources. Through the years, its mining industry has contributed to
the economy, especially with the increased demand for minerals and
energy. The outcome, however, is not all positive, as it carries with it
the detrimental impact of mining on society and the environment.

For instance, Clemente (2019) found that the passage of

the Philippine Mining Act has been insufficient to address the
environmental issues hounding the Philippine mining sector.
Audits conducted by the Department of Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) revealed that several mine areas still lack the
proper environmental plans. Uncontrolled degradation has also
remained rampant.

Behind these problems are institutional issues affecting the
implementation of mining laws in the country (Clemente et al.
2018). One particular issue is the overlapping functions of agencies
handling mining concerns, a situation that creates an opportunity for
enterprising government employees to engage in corruption.

The partner-agencies of DENR, such as the National Commission
on Indigenous Peoples, were also reported to be suffering from
insufficient human resources. This has affected not only the
performance of their mining-related functions but also their efforts to
protect the rights of mining stakeholders, particularly the indigenous
peoples (Clemente 2019). Mendoza et. al (2013) argued that
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PARTNER-INSTITUTION ON SPOTLIGHT
National Tax Reseach Center

The National Tax Research
Center (NTRC) is an
attached agency of the
Department of Finance
mandated to conduct
continuing research

on taxation. Aside from
improving the tax system
and raising the level of

tax consciousness among the

Filipino people, it is also committed

to achieving a faster rate of economic

growth and engendering a more equitable distribution
of wealth and income through tax research.

Poor global health financing
hurts PH, rest of ASEAN

In line with its mandate, the NTRC provides comments
or position papers on revenue proposals coming from
the Congress and other government offices and the
private sector.

[t also recommends tax reforms and revisions as may
be necessary to improve revenue collection and tax
administration.

Know more the NTRC here: http://www.ntrc.gov.ph/

The SERP-P team conducted a reorientation for the National Ms. Jachin Aberilla, SERP-P coordinator, visited the UP

Tax Research Center (NTRC) on November 28, 2019. Dr. Sheila National Center for Transportation Studies (UP NCTS) on

Siar and Ms. Jachin Aberilla, SERP-P program manager and December 10, 2019. She presented the features of SERP-P,
coordinator, respectively, presented updates on the SERP-P gave updates on the project, and demonstrated how to upload
project and demonstrated how to upload publications on the publications on the database. The reorientation was attended
SERP-P database. by Mr. Julius Panotes, UP NCTS librarian and SERP-P

coordinator.
The reorientation was attended by officials and SERP-P
coordinators of NTRC.
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such failure on the part of the government to For other related studies, simply type “mining” in
properly manage mining activities has also led to the search box of the SERP-P website.
huge environmental damage.

Given these concerns, reforms are thus needed SERP-P Resources
to ensure that the growth of the mining sector on Mlnlng

is inclusive and will give the greatest possible

benefit to the nation (Habito 2011). In particular, ¢ National Industrialization in Philippine Mining: Review

Mendoza et. al (2013) have highlighted the and Suggestions

need to establish governance and management D Vglge Addition: the Way of the Future for Philippine

norms that meet world-class standards Mining

to improve the reputation of mining in the e Charting Growth Directions for the Philippine Mining
— Sector

Philippines.

e Devil's Excrement or Manna from Heaven? A
Survey of Strategies in Natural Resource Wealth

Meanwhile, Clemente et. al (2018) have urged
Management

the government to review its mining policies
and come up with harmonized implementing
guidelines for all agencies involved to eliminate

e Revenue Sharing in Mining: Insights from the
Philippine Case

, e Governance and Market Failures in Mining: Lessons
personal tendencies to relax rules. from the Marcopper Mine Disaster in Marinduque,
Philippines

The Socioeconomic Research Portal for the «  Does Mining FDI Growd in or Crowd Out Other

Philippines (SERP-P) has a collection of studies Investments? A Cross-Country Investigation of FDI
on the mining sector in the Philippines. In Intersectoral Linkages

addition to those cited earlier, worth checking e Mining Revenue Sharing Schemes and Mechanisms
out are those by Pasagui and Arsenia (2014) e Answering Critical Questions on Mining in the

on mining revenue-sharing schemes and Philippines

mechanisms, Gonzales (2013) on promoting e Challenges in the Philippine Mining Industry
transparency and accountability in the extractive « Corruption, IP issues beset PH mining

industries sector, and Bicencio (2012) on «  Answering Critical Questions on Mining in the
charting growth directions for the Philippine Philippines: Phase 2

mining sector.

SERP-P FEATURED RESEARCHER
Dr. Rosario G. Manasan

Dr. Rosario G. Manasan is a retired senior research
fellow at the Philippine Institute for Development
Studies (PIDS), where she spearheaded the research
program on public finance and fiscal policy. A prolific
writer, she has published numerous PIDS articles

on taxation, public expenditure analysis, public
expenditure management, fiscal decentralization, social
protection, and other social sector issues.

Manasan received her PhD in Economics from the
University of the Philippines in 1979 and her post-
doctoral studies from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

To check the publications of Manasan in SERP-P,
simply type “Manasan” in the search box of the
SERP-P website.
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